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The archaic law on copyright i.e.
Copyright Act, 1957, which was
enacted with the objective to
protect the author and the
exclusivity of the work created

by him from unlawful copy of the same,
has over the years gone through various
amendments to bring it in conformity with
the international treaties. 

The 1983 amendment to the Act amended
certain definitions to take care of
broadcasting technology and reprographic
technologies; whereas the 1984 amendment
was brought into effect to fight with piracy
of copyrighted works, resulting from
technologies like printing and recording of
broadcast programme. Thereafter, came the
1994 amendment, which dealt with piracy
of medical textbooks.  In the 1999
amendment, changes incorporated so that
the provisions of the Act conform to the
trade aspects of intellectual property rights.

Recently, to address and overcome the
concerns that have come into light with the
development of internet and digital
technologies, the Copyright (Amendment)
Bill, 2012 was passed, which is now the law
of the land after the president gave his
assent on 8th June, 2012. 

Pertinently, the archaic 1957 Act did not
have any provision in favour of physically
disabled persons; it was illegal to
transfigure any book or copyrighted works
into an accessible format in order to share
the same with print impairment people. The

former Act provided for fair dealings in
respect of literary, dramatic, musical or
artistic works only. However, now all works
fall within the purview of the Act and it is
these amendments, which also recommend
introduction of a new fair deal clause to
allow access of copyrighted materials to
physically challenged. 

Under the 2012 Act, the author of
copyright work can now relinquish his
rights by merely publishing a public notice
in this regard instead of going through the
whole procedure of submitting a form to
the Registrar of Copyrights. Further, it
protects the author of literary works and
musical works as incorporated in films and
sound recordings as against the producers
to the extent of receiving royalty for the
exploitation of the work created by them.
Now the royalties to songs, lyrics or other
works of arts will not only benefit the
producers, but the same will be shared by
the artists who created the song including
the lyricist and composers. It also
introduces statutory licenses for licensing
of music including licenses to be issued to
the radio and television channel operators. 

Apart from these, the 2012 amendment to
the Act provides for other major changes,
including statutory licensing for
broadcasters, copyright societies, stringent
regulations on cover versions and liability
of the internet service providers, etc. 

These proposed amendments to the Act
claim to provide necessary provisions in

the Act, required to tackle the new
challenges and incidental changes modelled
by the digital technologies to ensure
copyright protection in the changed global
environment in such a way that it protects
the rights of the copyright owner. At the
same time, it does not restrict the rights
available to the public and those of the
physically challenged to access the
copyrighted materials. 

The said 2012 amendment continued to be
a topic of debate ever since the Bill was
tabled. Where on one side, the public,
stakeholders and celebrities were all
welcoming the same with open hands; on
the other hand, there were concerns among
the parliamentarians and lawmakers with
regard to such changes and provisions,
which remain missing such as fair dealing
guidelines, internet intermediaries and
implications of technology protection
measures (TPMs). 

All in all, since the much awaited and
talked about Copyright (Amendment) Act,
2012 has been officially notified as law,
let’s see if the law fares well or its
provisions are challenged.
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